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Access to culture for all 
Barriers brought down

• Cross domain cooperation
• Sustainable Governance
• Ministry backing
• Open Source Development
• Funding for operational service
• Europeana Office 



Sustainable Governance
EDL Foundation 

Funding & Orientation Group 
Linked to Member States Expert Group

Advisory & 
Budgetary roles

Holds legal power & 
Reports on finance & 
strategy
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Access to culture for all 
Barriers brought down

• Cross domain cooperation
• Sustainable Governance
• Ministry backing
• Open Source Development
• Funding for operational service
• Europeana Office 



Ministry Funding 2009

751,325Total

100,000Spain Ministry of Culture

200,000Netherlands Ministry OCW

18,825Lithuania

72,500Italy Ministry of Culture

30,000Ireland

100,000Germany Ministry of Culture

200,000France Ministry of Culture

30,000Finland Ministry of Culture

Government & Institution Support



Access to culture for all 
Barriers brought down

• Cross domain cooperation
• Sustainable Governance
• Ministry backing
• Open Source Development
• Funding for operational service
• Europeana Office 



Europeana now

• 5 million items
• 150 content providers
• 5 Aggregators
• Agreed Governance
• Most material free of copyright
• Material in copyright uses payment mechanisms of providers
• Copyright compliance seen to be responsibility of provider
• Public domain ´abuse´
• User generated input and content excluded



Europeana in 2 years

• 15 million items
• 150 partners
• 15 Aggregators
• More in copyright material 
• Payment mechanisms of providers = user nightmare
• Copyright compliance still responsibility of provider but stronger policing 

& awareness necessary – Aggregators
• Content reuse feasible
• Public domain ´abuse´ addressed
• UGI and UGC in place
• Persistent identifiers the norm



o Builds network
o Pushes towards aggregation
o Maintains Prototype 
o Glue for projects
o Works on sustainable financing
o Works on licensing and public domain charter
o 10 million items by 2010
o Europeana v1.0 operational service June 2010
o Surrogate model
o Reuse Policy

EuropeanaEuropeana v1.0v1.0



• Run by Austrian National Library . 

• Set of technical work packages delivering components for semantic resource 
discovery in the operational Europeana.eu.

• Began 1 May 09.  Includes:
• a unique repository of language resources

• OAI Management Infrastructure

• Metadata registry for interoperability
• Service registry for integration of external services 

• Resolution discovery service for unique resource identification

• Europeana Licensing Framework
• Multimedia annotation , GIS and eBooks on demand

• Accessibility for Mobile Devices

• Increased audio content

Europeana and EuropeanaConnect



Access to culture for all
Barriers to overcome

• Copyright related
• Public Domain
• IPR and Rights Management
• Reuse of Aggregated Material

• User Generated Input
• User Generated Content
• Persistent identification of material

Or where policies 
are needed to 
ensure access to 
culture for all



Public Domain Charter

• Public domain material is material that is not (or is no longer)
covered by intellectual property rights

• For Europeana it is essential that works in the public domain 
remain in the public domain once digitised 



Current problems for public domain material

• Europeana follows the policies of the cultural institutions for 
its terms of access and re-use  

• Users have complained about charges for digitised items 
known to be in the public domain

• Legal situation unclear – new rights if digitised?
• Need for income generation



A Charter for Public Domain

• Europeana will elaborate a Charter setting minimum 
standards for content providers in terms of the accessibility 
and usability of digitised public domain material. 

• The Charter is intended to give a clear signal underpinning 
public domain and will hopefully limit the problems with the 
use of the material.

• EDL Board Foundation agreed on principle of a charter and 
will aim for a public version by September 2009



• Europeana v1.0 
• Wants to allow Reuse

• Works on pragmatic licensing  with content provider s and public domain

• EuropeanaConnect

• Europeana Licensing Framework

• core set of interoperable licenses on rights information for objects in 
Europeana. 

• toolset for selecting the appropriate Europeana License and for establishing 
Public Domain status of works. 

• Combines existing licensing mechanisms and services such as Creative 
Commons , and linking to rights clearance support for copyrighted, out-of-print 
and orphan works.

The IPR Muddle
Europeana Projects with IPR work packages



IPR Initiative Proliferation

• ARROW

• Legal framework & business models 
• Metadata specification for rights expression
• Design of system architecture –system workflow, design of rights 

information infrastructure
• Set up of rights information infrastructure – creation of a registry of 

orphan works, network of clearing mechanisms
• Athena

• Database of European IPR offices, clearing houses & contact points
• Identify metadata for IPR management,
• Database and inventory of IPR legislation & technologies 
• Step by step IPR guide to assist partners to clarify IPR issues

• BHL Europe

• IPR Framework best practice guide, due diligence guide, pro forma 
agreements

• IPR Agreements with Data ProvidersIPR Framework for long term 
access to the digitised content



• PrestoPrime

• A common and simplified model for rights descriptio ns will be proposed, including an 
extensive glossary of rights types and attributes

• Modelling rights of audiovisual content & developing  standard-compliant services for 
archive rights management.

• Common rights ontology

• Metadata and Rights APIs and Service interfaces
• Proof of concept rights management system

• EFG

• Efficient rights clearance procedures - for sustaine d growth of content in the EFG portal. 
• Guidelines and best practices Film archives in righ ts clearance and IPR management.

• Different models of offering content owned by third  parties will be worked on and tested.

• EU Screen 

• Establish Working Group to focus on IPR issues and propose solutions

• Review of nation-specific IPR limitations and their  implications for EUscreen. 
• Best Practices Map to organise the rights issues



Europeana IPR Cluster Meeting Prague 27 May 2009

Europeana

Europeana
Connect

BHL Europe

Prestoprime

EUScreen

Athena

EuropeanaLocal

ARROW



Prague IPR Desired Outcome 

One Framework
Set of Guidelines and Best Practices
Set of related tools and databases



towards a Rights Data Model



The required policies and strategies to ensure acce ss to 
culture for all 

• Public Domain Charter 
• Executable IPR Policies per domain, 
• European Framework for IPR and Rights Management
• User Generated Input and User Generated Content Policies
• Persistent Identification of material

• Move away from project funding – sustainable financing
• New ways to support digitisation & preservation
• Encouragement of Aggregation



Library aggregation for Europeana
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